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“In an initial period, Photography, in order to surprise, photographs the notable; but soon, by a familiar reversal, it
decrees notable whatever it photographs. The 'anything whatever' then becomes the sophisticated acme of value.”
-Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography
The FLAG Art Foundation presents a two-decade survey of Dan Fischer’s grid-based, graphite-on-paper drawings on
view May 1-August 13, 2021, on its 10th floor. Consisting of seventy works spanning from 1999 to 2021, the exhibition
highlights Fischer’s iterative exploration of the nature of the photographic medium, mechanical reproduction, and the
idea of creating an original copy—a “handmade readymade”1 or “retro-appropriation.”2
Modern and contemporary art history are Fischer’s singular subject matter and his oeuvre includes high contrast,
black and white portraits of iconic artists such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, Isamu Noguchi, and Kara Walker; studio images
of Piet Mondrian, Bridget Riley, and Frida Kahlo; and images of artworks that have become synonymous with their
makers: Duchamp’s Fountain, 1917, Jeff Koons’s Rabbit, 1986, David Wojnarowicz’s Untitled (Face in Dirt), 1991,
among many others. The earliest works in FLAG’s survey include a selection of raster-style drawings from 1999,
influenced by his teacher at Alfred University, the sound and video artist Andrew Deutsch, as well as the work of
composer, music theorist, artist, and philosopher John Cage. While thematically linked to Fischer’s larger
representational practice, these works isolate photographic information in strips against white space to mirror the
effect of TV cathode-ray tubes and the vertical delineations known as raster lines.
Working from photocopied images taken from art catalogues, magazines, and other reference materials, Fischer’s
drawings are, as described by art historian and curator Robert Hobbs, “Xerox realistic.”3 Influenced by Marcel
Duchamp, Andy Warhol, and the broader history of appropriation and reproduction, Fischer creates a 1:1 ratio
between the photocopied source and drawn image through the use of the grid. While the finished drawings appear
photorealistic from a distance, upon closer inspection, grid lines and nuances from the graphite pencil impressions
remain visible as both a formal and physical reminder of the mechanics of their reproduction. Fischer said of this
process, “the drawings are highly analytical, both formally and conceptually. Line by line, I try to make these past
moments of art history come back to life, to be more exotic, or more surreal than they actually were (perhaps all
stories are told this way). I try to reproduce the excitement of a special moment or location in art history, and to
celebrate the role of artists as myth, or as icon…the intense attention to detail, the touch of graphite on paper, and
the passionate rendering of my favorite subjects are the driving forces of the project.”
Fischer’s practice, like all appropriation art, raises questions about originality, authenticity, and authorship, and
belongs to the long modernist tradition of art that questions the nature and/or definition of art itself.4 By conflating
mass-produced photographs of art historical significance with the trace effects of an intensely handmade production,
Fischer’s drawings operate between subjectivity and objectivity; they create a new situation, and therefore new or
alternative meanings for extant images.
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About:
Dan Fischer (b. 1977, Brooklyn, NY) is an artist living and working in Babylon, NY. Fischer earned a BFA and a Minor in
Art History from the School of Art and Design at Alfred University, Alfred, NY, in 1999. He has mounted solo exhibitions
at Derek Eller Gallery, New York, NY; Alison Jacques Gallery, London, UK; and ACME., Los Angeles, CA. Fischer’s work
has been featured in recent group exhibitions, including Drawn Together Again, The FLAG Art Foundation, New York,
NY (2019); Introspective, BravinLee programs, New York, NY (2016); Year After Year: Drawings from the UBS Art
Collection, Galleria d'Arte Moderna, Milan, Italy (2014); Top Drawer: Select Drawings from the High's Collection, High
Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA (2014); among others. His drawings are included in the collections of The Museum of
Modern Art, New York; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Tate, London; Los Angeles County Museum of
Art; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; High Museum of Art, Atlanta; and San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.
The FLAG Art Foundation, founded in 2008 by art patron Glenn Fuhrman, is a non-profit exhibition space that
encourages the appreciation of contemporary art among a diverse audience. FLAG presents four to six exhibitions a
year that include artworks by international, established and emerging artists, borrowed from a variety of sources.
FLAG invites a broad range of creative individuals to curate exhibitions and works in-depth with artists to provide
curatorial support and a platform to realize their own solo exhibitions. Based in Manhattan's Chelsea art district, FLAG
and its related programs are free and open to the public.
Join the conversation online and follow FLAG’s Instagram (@flagartfoundation) and Twitter (@FLAGartNYC) and use
the #DanFischer hashtag when posting.
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